Peptide immunomodulators versus infection; an analysis.
A disease gets manifested only when the host immune system is not strong enough to fight off the infective agents. A number of small peptides both from natural and synthetic origin are found to be capable of modulating the immune response. While immune adjuvants are known to strengthen the immune response and help the host not to give way to the pathogens thereby preventing their establishment, the immunosuppressors are found useful in autoimmune conditions as well as in facilitating the organ transplants. Recent understanding of immune network, however, reveals its cross connectivity with the endocrine and central nervous systems as well. Thus, the inhibition and control of disease by planned restoration of homeostatis in these systems through immunomodulation is also possible.